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PROTECTIVE COVER FOR HOT WATER PLUG 

(claim 1) 

A protective cover for a hot water plug that protects a hot water plug including a 
pair of plug portions disposed at the leading ends of hot water pipes that extend from an 
indoor equipment, a casing which encloses the leading ends of the hot water pipes within 
a fixed range from the plug portions, a protective tube that is provided at the casing and 
which encloses the entire pair of plug portions, the protective tube being open toward a 
leading edge side, the protective cover comprising: 

a protective cap formed of an elastic material which is removably externally-fitted 
to the open end of the protective tube for sealing, a band-like protective sheet which 
contains a opening retainably fitted externally to the protective cap and entirely encloses 
from a projecting portion of the protective tube of the casing to a front portion on the 
opposite side, wherein in a notice description column in which handling instructions 
relating to a notice to handle the hot water plug is provided at a predetermined position on 
the covering surface of the protective sheet. 
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fpa ge 12. paragraph [0022]) 

Next, the protective sheet (2) will be described. 
Fig. 3 is a drawing view of the protective sheet. 

The protective sheet (2) is formed of a paper band-like sheet member and, as shown 
in the drawing view, is configured from six continuous faces via five fold lines (51)-(55). 
At the first and second connecting piece portions (20a)(20b) located at each end, openings 
(25)(26), which are large enough to accommodate and to fit externally around the bundle 
of the indoor-side hot water pipes (31)(32) and the remote controller cable (35), are 
formed, respectively. 

The first connecting piece portion (20a) is positioned between a first covering piece 
portion (21), which will be described hereinafter, and a pair of end piece portions 
(28a)(28b), which is divided along the center line, and the cut provided between the end 
piece portions (28a)(28b) communicates with the opening (25). Further, a pair of slits 
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(29a)(29b) is formed along the fold line (51), which is between the first connecting piece 
portion (20a) and the first covering piece portion (21). 

fpa gel3. paragraph [0023]) 

The opening (26), which is formed at the second connecting piece portion (20b) on 
the other end, opens towards said other end, and in the vicinity of both sides of the open 
end, a pair of inserting pieces (27a)(27b), which can be inserted into the slits (29a)(29b), 
is formed to extend therefrom. 

Between the first and second connecting piece portions (20a)(20b) described above, 
first through fourth covering faces (21)-(24) are formed so as to be positioned 
sequentially. As seen in Fig. 4, the fold lines (51)-(55) of the band-like protective sheet 
(2), which is formed by the first and second piece portions (20a)(20b) and first through 
fourth covering face portions (21)-(24), each fold in a slightly mountain-like shape, and 
the protective sheet (2) is wound around the hot water plug (1) with the protective cap (4) 
being attached to the protective tube (14). 

(page 13, paragraph [0024]) 

Note that, on the first covering face portion (21), the notice description column (34) 
on which instructions for handling the hot water plug (1) are printed, and on the third 
covering face portion (23), an opening (33) is formed that substantially coincides with the 
size and shape of the closing plate (41) of the protective cap (4), is formed. 

To attach the protective sheet (2) to the hot water plug (1), first breakaway the pair 
of end piece portions (28a)(28b), and externally fit the opening (25) of the first connecting 
piece portion (20a) from the front side of the hot water plug (1) to the bundle of the 
indoor-side hot water pipes (31)(32) and the remote controller cable (35) below the 
connecting ring (43). 
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